Mental health care providers: the need for AIDS education.
Mental health care providers completed a set of measures assessing their attitudes, knowledge, and beliefs concerning AIDS. Those surveyed were aware of the main transmission routes but were excessively concerned about casual contact. Most indicated that they are not competent to deal with AIDS patients and would prefer not to care for them. The majority favored client testing and segregated programs for HIV-infected persons. Additional AIDS-related education and staff support are needed to overcome irrational beliefs and prejudice.